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Saturday, June 5, 1976

11:57 a.m. Teton Dam breaches.
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1 p.m. Floodwaters 
reach Sugar City.

2:30 p.m. Floodwaters reach 
Rexburg, with an initial wave 10 
to 15 feet high; subsequent flow 
remain 5 to 6 feet deep.

12:15 p.m. Floodwaters reach Wilford.

5 p.m. Majority of the Teton 
Reservoir is emptied.

Sunday into Monday, June 7, 1976
Nearly 120,000 sandbags 

are placed; demolition of the 
Broadway Bridge diversion wall 

helps prevent major flooding.

Sunday, June 6, 1976
Early morning hours–Roberts is flooded.

Monday, June 7, 1976
2:30 a.m. Floodwaters reach Firth, lifting homes and leaving marks 
5 to 6-foot above the ground in the city. These marks—called flood 
lines—show how high the water reached during the flood.

Late morning–Areas around Blackfoot experience 
flooding; farms, homes, and businesses are 
inundated, and portions of I-15 are closed.

Contains remaining flood 
waters. The flood travels a 
total of 156 miles.

Area inundated by 
floodwater from 
Teton Dam (over 
180 square miles) 
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Looking southeast over Sugar City showing flooding 
caused by the Teton Dam breach. Photo taken 6 hours, 
45 minutes after breach. 

View of Rexburg the day following the breach. 
There is a house in the middle of the street, and 
logs from the lumber mill in the foreground are 
strewn around the area. 

Teton Dam

Looking north at the flooding in Rexburg after the 
breach. Photo taken 6 1/2 hours after the breach.




